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REVIEWS 



What Men Live By. By Richard C. Cabot, M.D. Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin Co., 1914. Pp. xxi+341. $1.50 net. 

It by no means depreciates the quality of the book to say that the 
best things about it are the title and the name of the author. It is a 
happy title, exactly expressing the purpose of the author, who is a physi- 
cian of eminence, a citizen of the type the best traditions of Boston 
can furnish, a man with unusually broad training in philosophy, and an 
idealist by temperament. All these are consistently combined in the 
book, which teaches that men live by Work, Play, Love, and Worship. 
Of them the author says: "The interplay of these four is the end of life, 
and the sole worthy end, in my creed." 

As a physician, citizen, and metaphysician, the author shows the 
essential character of work. The problem is merely to see it correctly, 
and to have certain possible readjustments made, such as giving a 
"handle to our name, " as cook or captain, so that we should not be deper- 
sonalized. The aim should be to raise work to an aesthetic level, where 
it would possess some of the qualities of play, and thus lose much of its 
hateful nature. 

A brief is offered for play for everybody as a natural and necessary 
form of the expression of life itself, and it is shown that many of the things 
which we have not regarded as play belong with it. The fine arts, for 
example, and a smile on a deathbed may be the purest exhibitions of 
play. 

The place of love in life is discussed with the frankness of a physician 
and the delicacy of a poet. The analysis is keen and brings within the 
range of love many interesting interpretations. He takes issue with 
much that is now being advocated in reference to the sex question. 

The tone of the whole book is distinctly religious and appropriately 
culminates in the treatment of Worship. This may or may not be ortho- 
dox, but the book is an application of good psychological interpretation, 
for Dr. Cabot knows his psychology well and he makes applications 
that are bound to be fruitful. The tone of the book is prevailingly 
ethical, and were the author less eminent and less scientific, might almost 
be sentimental. The logical sequence is well maintained, though it 
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makes little difference where one takes up the book. The point of view 
is always that of an idealist and it is easy to imagine that realists may 
not be satisfied, but they cannot fail to be respectful. 

Herbert Adolphits Miller 
Olivet College 

Kinship and Social Organization. By W. H. R. Rivers, M.D., 

F. R. S., Fellow of St. John's College, Cambridge. London: 

Constable & Co. Ltd., 1914. Pp. vii+96. 2s. 6d. 

In opposition to Kroeber, Dr. Rivers sets out to prove that "not 

only has the general character of systems of relationship been strictly 

determined by social conditions, but every detail of these systems has 

also been so determined" (pp. 93 f.). The general character of the three 

systems (classificatory, our own, and descriptive proper) recognized by 

Rivers is said to be based on exogamy, the family proper, and the Gross- 

famUie, respectively. Details in the first-mentioned system are explained 

by specific social institutions, especially but not exclusively by special 

forms of marriage. 

It must be admitted that Dr. Rivers victoriously refutes Kroeber's 
universal negative to the effect that kinship nomenclature reflects 
"psychology, not sociology." Indeed, his argument for the case of the 
Melanesian cross-cousin marriage (pp. 19-25) forms a classical proof of 
the reality of sociological causation. From this, however, it does not 
follow that all the features of kinship terminology are similarly con- 
ditioned. What, for example, is the sociological reason for the differentia- 
tion of vocative and non-vocative terms? In demanding everywhere 
sociological determinants Dr. Rivers is right only in so far as the so- 
called psychological explanation is no explanation from psychological 
principles but the abandonment of all explanation. Nevertheless, we 
must face the dire truth that many elements of primitive systems defy 
interpretation and can only be referred to the capricious action of the 
psychologico-linguistic consciousness. 

The correlation of the three systems with exogamy, the narrow 
family, and the extended family is suggestive, but far too briefly sketched 
to be demonstrative. Curiously enough, Dr. Rivers does not mention 
Tylor as an earlier defender of the view that exogamy and the classi- 
ficatory system are related phenomena. The principle is very fruitful, 
though it seems to me that Dr. Rivers has not made the most of it, since 
it suffices to explain modes of classification which he derives from other 
social customs (e.g., p. 36). 



